The study assessed the factors affecting poultry (broiler) production in Imo State, Nigeria. Multistage sampling technique was used in selecting the respondents. A total of eighty four (84) poultry producers were randomly selected with the aid of well-structured questionnaire. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and multiple regression models. The result shows that majority (59.5%) of the producers were male, mean age was 45 years, mean household size was 6 persons, 67.86% of the producers attended tertiary education, mean years of farming experience was 9.3 years. The multiple regression analysis showed that farm experience, drug costs, farm size and disease occurrence were statistically significant at 10% level of probability implying that these are the key factors affecting poultry production. The major constraints militating against poultry production were high feed cost, lack of fund, outbreak of disease and high transportation cost. The study recommended that the government should provide credit facilities to poultry producers to abate lack of fund and provision of appropriate vaccines in the study area.
INTRODUCTION
Poultry production plays an important economic and nutritional role as well as socio cultural role in the livelihood of both urban and poor rural households in Nigeria and many other developing countries [1] . Poultry generally are domestic fowls raised for food either for meat or for egg production; they include chicken, turkey, duck, goose, quail, guinea fowl etc. Poultry products (egg and meat) are highly nutritious man and give good economic returns to farmers. According to Okunola & Olofinsawe [2] , Poultry meat is a good source of animal protein which is highly preferred to beef and pork, based on its adaptability, taste, ease of preparation, health consideration, nutrient composition and contribution to food security. According to FAO [3] , poultry eggs contain the highest net protein utilization (NPU) of 87% which doubles the 40% NPU value of grains except rice that contains 60% NPU. Also, poultry eggs were found to contain lutein which prevent cataract and the most important amino acids for humans such as lysine, threonine etc. Ebukiba et al. [4] stated that poultry meat is a good source of protein, contains essential elements such as phosphorus and has less fat content when compared with other livestock. Agricultural sector provides food and nutrition while poultry production accounts for 19% of the meat supply [5] . In Nigeria, poultry offers about 15% of the total annual protein intake with approximately 1.3 kg of poultry products consumed annually per head [6] .
There is an increase in poultry production in Nigeria as a result of an increased rate of demand for poultry products across the globe lately. Research shows that more than 50 billion of chickens are raised annually as a source of food for both egg and meat consumption purposes, National Center for Biotechnical Information [7] as reported by Nwalieji [8] . This could be due to the fact that poultry production has less detrimental impact on the environment, greater ease of production and a short payback period which gives it an edge over other livestock. According to Effiong et al. [9] Poultry farming contributes to household food security and enhances sustainable farming in many developing economies mostly in Nigeria. Poultry supplies raw material (egg and meat) to confectionary industries, wastes from poultry serves as fertilizer used for crop production when decomposed; also it improves food quality and is highly a renewable asset in over 80% of rural household.
Despite its importance and contributions, poultry production is yet to experience a sufficient growth due to some limiting factors which are yet to be addressed [9] .
Many programs have been developed in other to ensure that the demand for animal protein is met. Some of these programs include farm settlement scheme, agricultural development project(ADP), better life program, micro credit scheme for livestock production and the most recent program is the united nation development programme (UNDP) which entails rendering sponsorship in establishing livestock parent/ foundation stock at community level in Nigeria with the aim of training farmers on improved livestock breeds for gradual upgrading of local breeds and also train farmers on improved modern rearing and production methods of livestock, they increase the production of livestock products and farmers income [10] . In spite of the development of these programs, the aim of poultry industry which is to ensure selfsufficiency in animal production and consumption has not been reached. This is because the 5gm/caput consumption per day of poultry products is far less than the 35gm/caput consumption per day as recommended by food and agriculture (FAO), Ojo [11] as reported by Bamiro et al. [12] . This is due to fact that poultry production is constrained by a number of factors which are not limited to inputs used in production only. According to Ogolla [13] , factors influencing poultry production is not only based on physical inputs such as land area, labour, quantity of feed used, quantity of vaccine applied and quantity of energy used, but also socio-economic, demographic, institutional and non-physical factors. Socioeconomic factors like; age, level of education, number of years of poultry farming, experience, engagement in other income generating activities other than poultry farming, access to credit etc. However, studies that have been carried out on factors affecting poultry production in Imo State are insufficient and calls for attention, therefore the need to assess and pin point those factors in order to device a means to solve them and maximize output of poultry production in the study area is the knowledge gap that this study intends to fill. The specific objectives of this study were to; examine the socio-economic characteristics of poultry farmers, determine the factors affecting poultry production and examine the constraints militating against poultry production in Imo State. The farmers in the state constituted the population for the study. The Multi-stage and purposive sampling technique were adopted. In the first stage three agricultural zones were selected namely; Owerri zone, Okigwe zone and Orlu Zone. In the second stage, one local government area was purposively selected from the three agricultural zones namely Orlu L.G.A in orlu zone, Ehime Mbano in Okigwe zone and Owerri West in Owerri zone because of high concentration of poultry farmers in the selected local government Area. Two communities were selected from each L.G.A respectively in third stage. In the fourth stage, two villages were randomly selected from six autonomous communities. In the final stage, seven households' farmers were randomly selected from twelve villages respectively giving a total of eighty four (84) respondents. The study made use of primary data which was collected with the aid of well-structured questionnaire, personal interview and observation while the secondary information was gotten from journals and relevant literatures. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as mean, frequency distribution tables and percentages, and Ordinary least squares regression model. Ordinary Least Squares Regression Analysis is a statistical tool used for evaluating the relationship between one or more independent variables X 1, X 2 ………. X 8 , to a single continuous variable Y. According to ordinary least square regression was used to analyze the effect of risks on poultry production (Iheke and Igbechina, 2016). The ordinary least squares model is expressed as shown below: Y = f(X 1 X 2 X 3 X 4 X 5 X 6 X 7 X 8 + e) Where, Y = dependent variables (output) X 1 = age of the producers (number in years) X 2 = Educational level (number in years) X 3 = experience (number in years) X 4 = feed cost (N) X 5 = cost of labour (N) X 6 = capital (N) X 7 = farm size (ha) X 8 = diseases e = stochastic error term
MATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Socioeconomic Characteristics of the Respondents
The study revealed that the mean age of poultry producers was 45 years which implies that majority of the farmers are in their prime years of life and therefore can handle the strenuous activities involved in poultry production. Also 59% of the respondents were male while only 40% were female implying that poultry production enterprise in the area is dominated by male. This has been due to fact that the activities involved in poultry production are strenuous which impedes female involvement in the enterprise The mean years of education was 13.7 years which implies that most people in the poultry enterprise are literate and thus having positive impact on managerial capacity and acquisition of modern agricultural business management skills and technological innovation. The mean household size was 6 persons per household which implies that there is abundant supply of family labour in the area which would serve as source of cheap labour for operations on the farm. The mean year of experience was 9.3 years which indicated that majority of them had been in the enterprise for quite a long time. From the Table 2 , farm experience, drug cost, farm size, disease occurrence was statistically significant, at 10% level of probability. The coefficients of farm experience, drug costs and farm size were found to have positive relationship with output of poultry production and were statistically significant at 5% level of probability, this implies that increase in farm experience, drug costs and farm size would increase the level of poultry farmer.
The coefficient of farm experience is positive and significant implies that the experience farmers has higher farm output than the less experienced farmers as they have better understanding of the production techniques that could increase their production. The coefficient of farm size is positive and significant which implies that the larger the farm size, the larger the number of birds reared, which poses a higher chances of productivity. The coefficient of drug cost is positive and this implies that expenses on costs have positive significant relationship on their output. It is understandable that poultry management requires significant amount of drugs and medication in terms of routine vaccination to produce high yield. The coefficient of disease occurrences is negative and significantly affect poultry output, it implies that higher disease occurrence increases birds mortality and adversely affect the production output. Table 3 , the major constraints militating against poultry production are high feed cost (83.33%), lack of fund to expand (80.95%), outbreak of disease (79.76%), High transport cost (77.38%), and lack of start-up capital (64.29%), poor market demand (60.71%) and pilfering (52.38%). This implies that farmers are facing challenges that limit poultry production in the area coupled with adverse effects of climate change due to the ever increasing average annual temperature. Farmers lament that inadequate credit facilities is a major constraint in their quest towards adapting to the effect of climate change on poultry production. Source: Field Survey Data, 2018 *** = sign @ 1%, ** = sign @ 5% and * = sign @ 10%. + = Lead equation 
From the
CONCLUSION
From the study, we conclude that poultry production in the study area is male dominated.
The study revealed that farm experience, drug costs and farm size have a positive influence on poultry production while disease occurrences has a negative influence on poultry production in the study area. Findings also revealed high feed cost, inadequate funds, outbreak of diseases and high transportation cost as the major constraints militating against poultry production in the study area. Therefore, it is recommended that adequate credit facilities should be provided to farmers in the study area. Also, farmers should be sensitized on how to combat the effect of disease outbreak in poultry production through adequate extension services.
